INDIAN VISA INFORMATION    

Smooth Migration


1 Dock Offices

Surrey Quays Road, London

SE16 2XU

Tel 0845 644 1871
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Fax 020 7232 1094
PASSPORT valid at least 6 months, in good condition with two completely blank page to put the visa on. Non-UK passport holders or holders of UK passports which have been issued outside and inside the UK are required to prove 1 year’s residence in UK otherwise the visa will be referred to the authorities in India and there will be a delay and additional fee. An employer’s letter where the applicant has been in the same employment in the UK for more than 1 year is generally acceptable proof or utility bill or bank statement going back 1 year. 
Please Note:   2 application forms required for one applicant, hand writing in BLACK INK and online application printed off and Sign in BLACK INK. 
How to complete online application form:

Please visit the following website:  http://in.vfsglobal.co.uk/mandatory.aspx .

Procedure on website: 

· Go to Online Application 
· Modify/Retrieve/Cancel 
· Create online Application, complete the process and print of application form. 

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED:

In case of visa application for a child (minor) under 16 years of age, submitted with out the parent’s applications Consent letter signed by both the parents' along with the copy of their passports is required with visa application. In divorced cases, Child Custody Letter from court in respect of the child is required. Also, it is advisable to provide a copy of the child’s birth certificate. In some cases, a letter of consent from the parents may also be required if the child is travelling with a relative/friend.

Tourist Visa:
· Original passport – 2 blank visa pages left

· Fee: 6 months or 1 Year tourist visa (See chart below)

· 2 Colour Passport photo’s: 

· Photos not older than 6 months

1. 45mm-35mm in size

2. Should show full face, without glasses, hats or caps.
3. Face should be in the Centre of the frame.

4. Filled application form.

Media related professionals, Journalists and Police or Armed forces personnel travelling to 

Apart from the above requirements the applicant will also need to submit the below:

1.  Letter from the employer stating the purpose of travel.
2. An undertaking stating that the applicant will not do any media or media-related work during his/ her stay in India. 
3. Applicants working with Police or Armed forces, travelling to India for tourism purposes are required to provide a signed declaration from their employer, confirming that the purpose of their visit to India is purely for tourism and that they will not be engaging in their professional activities during their stay in India. 

Business Visa:

· Original passport – 2 blank visa pages left

· Fee: 6 months, 1 Year and more than one year (See chart below)

· 2 Colour Passport photo’s: 

1. Photos not older than 6 months

2. 45mm-35mm in size

3. Should show full face, without glasses, hats or caps.

4. Face should be in the Centre of the frame.

5. Filled application form (all the columns of the form are mandatory and must be filled)

· An original signed letter from the company in UK explaining the nature of business and duration of visit.

· A signed Letter of invitation from an Indian company on their official company letter head clearly stating the purpose and duration for which visa is requested.

Transit Visa:

· Original passport – 2 blank visa pages left

· Fee: Maximum 15 days stay with 3 months validity(See chart below)

· 2 Colour Passport photo’s: 

1. Photos not older than 6 months

2. 45mm-35mm in size

3. Should show full face, without glasses, hats or caps.

4. Face should be in the Centre of the frame.

· Filled application form (all columns in the form are mandatory and must be filled).
· Evidence of onward travel outside India - confirmed air ticket for onward journey.

 Conference:

· Original passport – 2 blank visa pages left

· Fee: Valid for maximum of three months, single entry.  (See chart below)

· 2 Colour Passport photo’s: 

1. Photos not older than 6 months

2. 45mm-35mm in size

3. Should show full face, without glasses, hats or caps.

4. Face should be in the Centre of the frame.

· Filled application form.
· A copy of the signed letter of invitation from the conference organiser in India.  
· A copy of the letter from the institution represented in the United Kingdom
· A copy of clearance from the competent authority in India.
Additional documents required from persons not holding a UK passport or holding dual nationalities and originating from Afghanistan, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and China: 

1. Individuals holding a Pakistani passport 

i Five sets of specific application forms for Pakistani nationals with one identical photo on each form.
ii A notarised invitation from relative(s) in India with a photo ID
iii A copy of employer's letter OR chartered accountant's certificate (if self-employed)   OR unemployment allowance letter / disability allowance letter / benefit letter, AND latest one month bank statement
iiii Only three airports of entry to India - Delhi, Mumbai and Chennai AND one land route of entry-Atari 

Note: Please note that the processing time will be longer in these cases and the visa issuance is subject to clearance from the competent authority. 

2. British passport holders of Pakistani origin:
i. General application form. 
ii. A notarised invitation from relative(s) in India with a photo ID
iii. A copy of employer's letter OR A chartered accountant's certificate (if self-employed) OR an unemployment allowance letter / disability allowance letter / benefit letter (if unemployed) AND latest one month bank statement. 

3. Individuals holding a Bangladeshi passport: 
i. Specific application form for Bangladeshi nationals in triplicate (3 copies), One photograph on EACH form as per specification (please specify the route, port of entry) 
ii. A copy of employer's letter OR A chartered accountant's certificate (if self-employed) OR an unemployment allowance letter / disability allowance letter / benefit letter (if unemployed) AND latest one month bank statement. 

4. British Passport Holders of Bangladeshi Origin: 
i. General application form. 
ii. A copy of employer's letter OR A chartered accountant's certificate (if self-employed) OR an unemployment allowance letter / disability allowance letter / benefit letter (if unemployed) AND latest one month bank statement. 

5. Individuals holding Afghanistan passport:
A copy of employer's letter OR A chartered accountant's certificate (if self-employed) OR an unemployment allowance letter / disability allowance letter / benefit letter (if unemployed) AND latest one month bank statement. 

6. British passport holder of Afghanistan Origin:
A copy of employer's letter OR A chartered accountant's certificate (if self-employed) OR an unemployment allowance letter / disability allowance letter / benefit letter (if unemployed) AND latest one month bank statement. 

7.  Individuals holding Sri Lankan: 
Additional information form (Colombo Form) along with the general visa application form. (An additional fee of £10 is applicable for referral). 
8.  Individuals holding Chinese passport: 
Additional information form (Beijing Form) along with the general visa application form. (An additional fee of £10 is applicable for referral). 
9. A non-UK national who has been a resident of the UK for less than one year: 

Need to fill in an Additional information form along with the general visa application form and must posses a valid UK visa or relevant permission from UKBA to re-enter the UK. Please note that there will be an additional charge of £10 per passport towards the High commission of India referral fee. 
Please note: Your application may require a minimum of five working days to get processed. 
9a. A non-UK national who has been a resident of the UK for more than one year: 

Needs to provide a copy of any one of the following documents as proof of his/her stay in the UK for more than 1 year:

Utility bills/bank statements pertaining to (i) current month and (ii) one for at least one year old (but not older than 18 months). 

Stamp of indefinite stay granted at least one year ago. 

Visa Fees of the Embassy:(exclusive of our fee)
	Table A 


	Service Charge 
A VFS service charge of £9.00 (Inclusive of VAT and Bank Charges) is applicable per passport and is non-refundable. 
PLEASE ADD THIS SERVICE CHARGE TO THE VISA FEE MENTIONED IN THE TABLE BELOW FOR THE CATEGORY YOU ARE APPLYING. 

Visa Fees Chart (Passports other than Sri Lankan, Japanese and Pakistani)
Type of visa

Validity

Fees GBP (£)

Tourist

Up to six months

30

One year (maximum stay of 180 days per visit)

50

Transit

Maximum 15 days stay with 3 months validity

15

Conference Visa

Valid for maximum of three months; single entry

55


Applicants holding gratis Countries Passports please refer to the table below for applicable visa fees. 



	


	Table B 


	Service Charge 
A VFS service charge of £9.00 (Inclusive of VAT and Bank Charges) is applicable per passport and is non-refundable. 
PLEASE ADD THIS SERVICE CHARGE TO THE VISA FEE MENTIONED IN THE TABLE BELOW FOR THE CATEGORY YOU ARE APPLYING. 

Visa Fees Chart (Gratis countries Passport Holders)
S No

Country Name

Fees GBP(£)

1.

Afghanistan

0 

2.

Argentina

0 

3.

Bangladesh

0 

4.

Democratic People's Republic of Korea

0 

5.

Jamaica

0 

6.

Maldives

0 

7.

Mongolia

0 

8.

Mauritius

0 

9.

South Africa

0 

10.

Uruguay

0 


Applicants holding Singapore Passports please refer to the table below for applicable visa fees. 



	


	Table C 


	Service Charge 
A VFS service charge of £9.00 (Inclusive of VAT and Bank Charges) is applicable per passport and is non-refundable. 
PLEASE ADD THIS SERVICE CHARGE TO THE VISA FEE MENTIONED IN THE TABLE BELOW FOR THE CATEGORY YOU ARE APPLYING. 

Visa Fees Chart (Singapore Passport Holders)
S No

Type of applicant

Fees GBP(£)

1.

Singapore nationals

- Tourist Visa (Multiple entries) Valid for up to six months

20

- Transit Visa (valid for 15 days - single/double entry) 

15


Applicants holding Sri Lankan, Japanese and Pakistani Passports please refer to the table below for applicable visa fees.



	


	Table D 


	Visa Fees Chart (Sri Lankan, Japanese & Pakistani Passport Holders)
S No

Type of applicant

Fees GBP(£)

1.

Sri Lankan nationals

- All categories, single entry

3

- All categories, double entry

6

- All categories, multiple entry

8

Referral Fee( Additional charges)- In addition to visa fee for Sri Lankan passport holders/Travel document holder irrespective of their length of stay in UK

10

2.

Japanese nationals 

- Transit Visa 

0.75

- All other categories

6

3.

Pakistani nationals

0.50



	


	ADDITIONAL CHARGES (in addition to the Visa Fee)



	


	Table E 


	S No

Type of applicant

Fees GBP(£)

1.

Referral Fee( additional charges)- Applicable to all Non UK nationals who are residing in UK for less than one year 

10

2.

American nationals (additional charges)

15



	


	Table F 


	S No

Type of applicant

Fees GBP(£)

1.

Russian nationals (service charges)

30

2.

Romanian nationals (service charges)

30 



	


	BUSINESS VISA 


	Service Charge 
A VFS service charge of £9.00 (Inclusive of VAT and Bank Charges) is applicable per passport and is non-refundable. 
PLEASE ADD THIS SERVICE CHARGE TO THE VISA FEE MENTIONED IN THE TABLE BELOW FOR THE CATEGORY YOU ARE APPLYING. 

Business Visa Fees (For Other Than National Of Countries listed below)
Type of visa

Validity

Fees GBP (£)

Business

Up to six months

55

One year (maximum stay of 180 days per visit

80

More than 1 year visa valid for a maximum stay of 180 days per visit

135

Business Visa Fees
S No

Country

Up to one year (£)

More than one year (£) 

1.

USA 

95+15=110

150+15=165

2.

Ecuador

160

215

3.

New Zealand 

90

140

4.

Ukraine

135

190

5.

France 

110

165

6.

Australia 

145

200

7.

Czech Republic

130 

180

8.

Iran 

185

240 

9.

Ireland

135

190

10.

Nigeria

195

250

11.

Philippines

150

200

12.

Poland

100

150

13.

Saudi Arabia

145

200

14.

UK 

105

160

15.

Thailand 

135

190

16.

UAE 

280

330



	


	


Processing Time 
We advice that you apply for the visa to India one month in advance. 

Processing times vary from application to application at the sole discretion of the High Commission of India and its Consulates in the UK, and some applications may take longer than others to get processed. Hence, confirm your travel plans only after obtaining the visa. Here are some estimates of processing times under normal circumstances:

Applications submitted in London, Birmingham and Edinburgh will take minimum 4 to 6 working days to get processed. (The same are for UK nationals only and would vary from case to case). 

Applications in the following cases will take longer (minimum 15 working days or more) to be processed: 

Non-UK passport holders residing in the UK for less than one year. 

Nationals of Pakistan, Sri Lanka, China, Bangladesh, Afghanistan 

Where clearance from India is mandatory. 

Individuals of Pakistani origin 

In certain cases it may also take minimum 20-25 working days where referrals are required.

In addition, if the High Commission or the Consulate General requires an applicant to attend an interview, the India Visa Application Centre will contact the applicant and inform the date and time of the interview accordingly.

Please note VFS is not involved in the process of assessment of visa applications, or their grant or refusal. The assessment of visa applications is carried out by the High Commission of India or its Consulates, and the grant or refusal of India visas is at their sole discretion.

The processing times for visas are estimates only. These are based on information and experience of the Indian High Commission and Consulates. 

The processing of your application is subject to the procedures and timescales of the Indian High Commission and Consulates, over which we have no control.

Smooth  Migration fee: £70 (vat incl.) 
Embassy fee: Depending on Nationality and type of application
If you want us to post it back to you please include £6 for postage.
Thank you
